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CLINICS. 
HOSPITAL NOTES AND GLEANINGS. 


Good Effects of Blisters in Wrist-drop 
from Saturnine Disease—We have fre- 
quently observed, at St. Bartholomew’s 

ospital, in patients under the care of Dr. 
Farre, the good effects, in chronic rheuma- 
tism, of blistering the joints, combined with 
other and constitutional treatment. In most 
of these cases the relief to the pain is very 
great, but it is necessary to repeat the 
blistering to render its results the more 
permanent. We might cite several examples 
in illustration; but our desire is to draw 
attention to the same plan of treatment in 
wrist-drop from lead poisoning, especially 
as its immediate benefits are very decided. 
A man was admitted into the hospital with 
complete loss of power in the extensors of 
both hands from the causes mentioned. Dr. 


a blister to be applied to the back of one 
hand and arm, and iodine ointment to the- 
other. The rising of the blister had the- 
effect of immediately permitting the patient 
to use the fingers of that hand with con- 
siderable increase of power, whilst no effects: 
were produced upon the hand which had 
the ointment applied to it. The latter was 
discontinued, and a blister substituted with. 
an effect similar to that in the other hand. 
Notwithstanding this speedy result, how-. 
ever, Dr. Farre observes that sometimes 
the iodine is more successful than blisters. 
The value of blisters in such cases is un-. 
doubted.—Lancet, May 19, 1860. 


Bicarbonate and Nitrate of Potass in 
Rheumatism.—The good effects of the bi- 
carbonate of potass in rheumatism have been 
proved to be of the most valuable character, 
and it is now constantly prescribed. The 





Farre ordered (besides internal treatment) 


benefit is more apparent when the symptoms 
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are acute, but is also observable in chronic’ The former salt should never be used in 


instances of the complaint. In some of the 
latter, however, it is not well marked, and 
some other remedy must be relied upon, 
such as another salt of potass, the nitrate 
for example, long celebrated for its cura- 
tive powers in rheumatism. We examined 
a female, forty-one years of age, on the 
8th of February, who had been admitted 
into University College Hospital.under Dr. 
Parkes’ care, some three weeks previously, 
with a rather sharp attack of subacute rheu- 
matism, affecting the joints of the body 
generally. For this she was carried into 
the ward and placed in bed. This was her 
seventh attack, and the disease had to some 
extent become chronic. There was a strong 
mitral regurgitant murmur, but no other 
indication of cardiac mischief. She was 
treated by the bicarbonate of potass for some 
days with benefit. This was then discon- 
tinued, and recourse was had to the nitrate 
of potass, with the effect of removing the 
general severity of the symptoms, and at 
the present time she is much improved in 
every way. Dr. Parkes observed that the 
bicarbonate was not, perhaps, so useful in 
the subacute or chronic forms of rheumatism 
as in the decidedly acute examples of the 
disease. It is quite probable that this pa. 
tient may have been previously treated by 
this salt of potass, with good results, in 
some of her previous attacks, and this might 
account for its proving now, of but partial 
benefit.—Jbid. 

Sulphate of Cinchonia as an Antiperiodic. 
—M. Nonar, physician to the Charité 
Hospital of Paris, instituted, a short time 
since, experiments to ascertain the value of 
this salt in ague. He gaye the remedy in 
severe cases, also in some which had been 
marked with relapses, and where the spleen 
had attained a large size. The doses varied 
from twelve to fifteen grains per diem; the 
time taken up by the treatment being from 
eighteen to twenty days, and the amount of 
the salt consumed in each case ranging from 
about three to six drachms. The result of 
these experiments can be shortly stated to 
be that the sulphate of. cinchonia. really 
possesses febrifuge properties; but that 
being weaker than the disulphate of quinia, 
it should be given in larger. doses than the 
latter. When. the sulphate. of cinchonia 
fails, it should. be. combined, with, or en- 
tirely superseded by, the sulphate of quinia. 





the pernicious intermittente.—Jbid., June 
9, 1860. 

Paralysis of Portion of the Forearm from 
a Wound of the External Musculo-Cutane- 
ous Nerve in Venesection.—A sister of 
charity, thirty-eight years old, was bled 
two years ago in the left arm, the median 
cephalic being opened. At the time of the 
operation she felt severe pain, which lasted 
more or less for fifteen months. At the end 
of this period symptoms of paralysis were 
observed, this being principally seated in 
the thumb, the index, middle finger, and 
the ball of the thumb, the ring and little 
finger being free. The case has been 
brought before the Surgical Society of Paris, 
by M. Vinatier, who had endeavoured to 
allay the pain by subcutaneous injection 
of atropia, and to control the paralysis by 
electricity. M. Robert, who. has brought 
in a report upon the case, thinks that the 
spot ‘where the nerve was punctured should 
be destroyed by chloride of zinc, and a 
general tonic treatment tried. Various cases 
of the same kind were mentioned by mem- 
bers.of the Society, in which narcotics had 
allayed the neuralgia, and removed the 
paralysis.—Jbid. 

Popliteal Aneurism; Digital Compres- 
sion ; Coagulation obtained. in less than 
forty-eight Hours.—The, Gazette des Ho- 
pitauz publishes the following case: A man, 
forty-eight years of. age, was admitted on 
the 11th. May into the Hétel Dieu, under 
the care of M. Laugier, with popliteal 
aneurism of the size of a turkey’s egg. He 
wag subjected to digital compression of the 
main trunk for seventy-two hours without 
interruption. The first twelve hours caused 
in the. tumour concentric, indurations de- 
pending on the formation of clots. After 
forty-eight hours. the tumour was almost 
universally hard; and from the seventy- 
second hour, compression, instead of being 
continuous, was carried on intermittently 
every. quarter. of an. hour. After eighty 
hours, only.a slight pulsation at the upper 
part. of the tumour was felt, without any 
expansion ; it was very hard, and seemed 
quite solid, 


Anterior half of the Tongue nearly bitten 
off. —A case.of a somewhat. unusual injury 
to the tongue was admitted into the Royal 
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Free Hospital on the 3d of March. The 
subject of it, a young man twenty years of 
age, was standing with his tongue out of 
his mouth near the end of a cart, when the 
vehicle, suddenly tilting, came in such vio- 
lent contact with his chin as to cause the 
teeth to close upon the tongue, whereby the 
whole anterior half of it was nearly bitten 
off. When brought into the hospital, the 
bitten part was hanging, as it were, by a 
mere shred ; and, hopeless as it seemed, an 
effort was made by Mr. Gant to save it. 
After arresting the hemorrhage, which had 
been most profuse and very difficult to stop, 
three interrupted sutures were applied 
above and three below, the separated parts 
of the organ being adjusted as neatly as pos- 
sible. Some little inflammation and swell- 
ing followed, as was anticipated ; but when 
we were first shown the case on the 5th of 
March, union by the first intention séemed 
to be pretty general. Subsequently, a firm 
connection appeared to be established, and 
the man was discharged well; but there 
was not the same perfect sensation on the 
right as on the left side of the organ. It 
was on the lattér that complete separation 
had not ensued at the time of the accident. 
This case is a practical illustration of how 
much may be done to save parts in very 
bad and apparently almost hopeless cases. 
—Lancet, May 19. 


Treatment of Fractured Patella by Mal- 
gaigne’s Hooks.—There are many surgeons 
who deny that fracture of the patella ever 
heals by bony union, and they assert that 
it is always ligamentous. An examination 
of specimens in our museums, as well as a 
reference ‘to the record of many cases in 
our ‘‘ Mirror,’’ will prove that firm ossific 
union is not unfrequently brought about. 
Two cases of the kind have recently oc- 
curred at the above hospital, under the care 
of Mr. Mitchell Henry, wherein this desir- 
able result was produced by the employment 
of Malgaigne’s double inverted hooked in- 
strument, a representation of which is given 
in Druitt’s ‘Surgeons’ Vade-Mecum.” 
The first of the two cases has gone out with 
solid union. The second, still in hospital, 
is a female, aged forty-seven, admitted on 
March 18th for a transverse fracture of the 
patella, occurring the day before in her 
right leg. The clamps were kept on for 
upwards of three weeks, when the broken 


a solid manner, without any groove or in- 
termission to mark the site of the fracture. 
No inconvenience was produced by the in- 
strument beyond slight suppuration round 
one of the hooks on the twenty-third day. 
This is a result but seldom witnessed, for 
we have seen the hooks in use for many 
weeks in Malgaigne’s wards in Paris with- 
out such an occurrence. 
and close apposition can be obtained by 
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The most perfect 


these hooks or clamps, as they are called, 


and, if carefully applied, no inconvenience 


is complained of by the patients. The wo- 
man under treatment expressed herself as 


very comfortable in every way. The form 


of fracture most applicable for this instru- 
ment is the transverse, one that is not very 
amenable to the ordinary methods of treat- 
ment.—Ibid. 


LECTURE. 


Lecture on the Surgery of Childhood. 
Delivered at the Hospital for Sick Children. 
By Arsot Jounson, Esq., Surgeon to the 
Hospital. 


Lecrvrg II. (continued). 


IIl.—Insurmes anp Accipents.—The 
second division of surgical affection consists. 
of accidents or injuries. Children are, of 
course exposed to almost every accident 
which can befall an adult. There are some 
forms, however, to which they are either 
unusually liable, or the consequences of 
which present certain distinctive points for. 
observation and treatment. Amongst the 
first, I may briefly draw your attention to 
the great fondness on the part of children. 
for introducing foreign bodies into the dif- 
ferent mucous passages. When these are 
taken into the mouth and swallowed, it is 
to the art of the physician that recourse is 
usually had ; but should they unfortunately 
pass into the windpipe, surgical aid often 
becomes necessary, and the operation of 
tracheotomy may be called for. 

Foreign Bodies in the Nose and Ears. 
The main regions, however, which young 
England selects as repositories for its mis- 
cellaneous articles, are the nose and the 
ear. In the former, you will constantly 
find beans, peas, shells, cherry-stones, and 
wood-shavings; but the favourite article, 
according to my experience, is buttons. 





patella was found to be perfectly united in 


Any of these substances may remain lodged 
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for a considerable time, and undergo, of 
course, a certain amount of change in them- 
selves, in addition to the inflammation or 
ulceration of the passages, to which they 
may at last give rise. Buttons, for instance, 
may become corroded; peas may swell out, 
from the heat and moisture to which they 
are exposed; and, in the fifteenth volume 
of the Journal de Médecine, you will find 
an account of a haricot bean which is said 
to have germinated in the nose and pushed 
out some ten or a dozen roots. Without 
absolutely denying this fact, we may per- 
haps be permitted not to believe it. 

The practical points, however, for the 
surgeon are, the necessity, in cases of ob- 
stinate discharge from one nostril in child- 
ren, of making a careful examination of the 
parts; for it often happens that the child, it 
may be from forgetfulness, or more proba- 
bly from fear of punishment by the parents 
or dread of pain in the extraction, omits to 
mention anything about a foreign body hav- 
ing been introduced, and the case is brought 
to us as one of idiopathic discharge. In the 
removal, too, it is desirable to ascertain ex- 
actly the position, and, if possible, to get a 
clear view of the object; not to be hurriedly 
pushing at it in the dark, as is sometimes 
done, but clearing away any blood and 
mucus by syringing with plenty of water ; 
then get the end of your probe, or of your 
narrow forceps, well behind the body, and 
so pull it forwards. It may be as well, 
perhaps, during the removal, to keep your 
patient’s mouth shut, or else there may be 
an accident similar to one mentioned to me 
by Dr. West. In this case, a small shell 
was extracted from the nose; but unfortu- 
nately, at the moment of extraction, it 
slipped, and dropped into the mouth, which 
was wide open, when it was immediately 
swallowed. It is hardly necessary, on the 
other hand, for me to caution you against 
mistaking the pulpy thickening of the mu- 
cous membrane over the turbinated bones, 
which so often occurs in scrofulous children, 
for an extraneous substance, or to deprecate 
their forcible removal, 

When foreign bodies are introduced into 
the external ear, they are usually at once 
removed, or, if allowed to remain, their 
presence is demonstrated by the inflamma- 
tion which is set up. Occasionally, how- 
ever, it happens, especially if the body is 
hard and smooth, that it may remain with- 
out much disturbance, and without its ex- 
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istence being known except to the child, by 
whom, too, it is probably soon forgotten. 
In this way, deafness of one ear may be 
produced, affecting only the side in which 
the extraneous substance is lodged. Very 
recently, a boy was brought to St. George’s 
Hospital, who had been deaf of one ear for 
quite a twelvemonth, no cause being either 
assigned or known. Mr. Prescott Hewett 
found, on examining the ear, something 
which he took at first for an accumulation 
of wax, but which turned out to be a piece 
of nut-shell, which had been lying there all 
that time. The cause being removed, the 
deafness, I believe, soon vanished. 

Fractures of the Bones, with which we 
may class separation of the epiphyses, con- 
stitute another form of injury which presents 
some important distinctive characters when 
occurring in children. As a general rule, 
fractures, properly so called, are not so fre- 
quent in children as in older people; prin- 
cipally, no doubt, in consequence of the 
proportionate excess of the animal over the 
earthy constituents, but partly also because 
children are not in general exposed to the 
same extent to external violence. Not- 
withstanding these advantages, fractures are 
by no means uncommon in early life ; this 
is due, to a considerable degree, to the 
rickety condition of the bones so apt to 
occur then, and to the consequent alteration 
in their shape. M. Guersant, for instance, 
states (Clinique des Hépitauz des Enfants, 
G6iéme année, p. 28), that out of a mean of 
eighty cases a year of fractures in early life, 
he has found about one-third occur in rick- 
ety children. At the Hospital we do not 
profess to treat accidents, and consequently 
have comparatively few fractures carried 
here; but still cases like the following are 
occasionally brought under our notice. 

A boy, of the name of Lawrence, four 
years of age, came to me as an out-patient, 
with general rickets and fracture of the 
upper part of one humerus, produced by 
some slight accident; before this had unit- 
ed, an equally slight accident caused frac- 
ture of the opposite arm, the separation in 
each case not being complete, the perios- 
teum still connecting the broken extremities. 
To prevent him from undergoing a complete 
course of fractures, I thought it better to 
receive him into the Hospital, where the 
bones united perfectly but slowly. In an- 
other boy, too, of the name of Wentworth, 
eight years of age, in whom the rickety 
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condition of the bones had advanced so far 
that he had been unable to walk or even to 
stand for a very lengthened period before 
he came under my care, there had been 
fracture of both thighs one after the other. 
Professor Gibson, of Philadelphia, relates a 
case under his own observation, where a 
rickety boy experienced twenty-four frac- 
tures, all from slight causes, and all uniting 
without much difficulty. In the collection, 
too, of M. Esquirol, according to Cloquet 
(Dict. de Médecine, quoted in the article 
‘‘ Fracture,” Cyclopedia of Practical Sur- 
gery), is the skeleton of a rachitic female 
presenting the traces of above two hundred 
fractures, which appear to have been effect- 
ed at different periods, judging from the 
nature of the varying amounts of consoli- 
dation. 

Examples of these multiplied fractures 
occurring in rickety children, then, may 
often be met with, though they seldom 
show themselves before the appearance of 
curvature. The following interesting case 
is quoted from Malgaigne’s work on Frac- 
tures: A boy, whose father was healthy, 
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renders walking more difficult, falls more 
frequent; and, finally, the altered shape of 
the bone, which usually becomes curved, 
conduces to fracture, just as a bent stick is 
more easily broken than a straight one. 
Fractures in young children, even in 
those not affected with rickets, usually pre- 
sent little deformity, owing to the perios- 
teum not being completely separated; after 
the age of thirteen or fourteen, however, 
the periosteum tears more easily, and sepa- 
ration of the fragments becomes more 
common. Hence the breaking of a bone 
in early life has been compared to that of 
a stick, which preserves, at the point of 
rupture, some of its fibres uninjured. To 
obtain much benefit from this preservation 
of the periostenm, the broken parts ought to 
be kept at rest at once, or else complete 


> separation may occur, and the deformity 


may be much increased. It is as well to 
be aware of this peculiarity, to avoid the 
odium of overlooking a fracture in a child 
in its ealy stage. I was sent for, for ex- 
ample, a short distance into the country to 
see a young gentleman who had been 


but the mother rickety, and who had him-} thrown from his pony. He had been 
self been affected with rickets from early ; examined on the spot by a physician of 





infancy, had a fall whilst playing, when six eminence, who could detect no fracture ; 
years of age, and the left humerus was} and in fact the child could and did use his 


fractured: the injury was unaccompanied : arm at first, so far as to remount his pony. 
with pain, and the bone united firmly in the } By the time I arrived, the periosteum had 
course of a month. A year afterwards, } become completely lacerated, and the frac- 
whilst at play, he broke his Jeft femur about ture of the clavicle was well marked, one 
the middle; consolidation took place in} end riding over the other. 
forty days. At the end of another three? Where rickets is present, this absence of 
months, whilst leaning out of bed to pick } deformity, owing to the strength of the 
up something, his left thigh-bone broke ’ periosteal sheath, is even more marked ; 
again, but in a different-place; forty days ‘and even if deformity exist, it is apt to be 
eufficed for the union, but he had to take to} confounded with the curvatures so common 
crutches, owing to his general weakness. } in this affection; there is little or no crepi- 
Arrived at the age of ten, one of his crutches } tation, owing to the softness of the. bones ; 
slipped, he fell, and fractured his right ; and, in fact, the main symptoms present 
thigh-bone; he was taken to the Hospital. are an unusual amount of flexibility and 
des Enfante, where M. Malgaigne saw him, } mobility at the part which is injured. If 
and recognized the traces of the previous’ the fracture is not recognized, if no proper 
fractures; this one, which was transverse, treatment be adopted, if the limb is allowed 
like the others gave rise to scarcely any ; to be freely used, the symptoms in these 
pain; and in forty days union had taken’ cases also become more marked; the pe- 
place. riosteum may be ruptured, riding of the 
This disposition to fracture in rickets— ‘ fragments may occur, and even crepitation 
and rickets, according to M. Malgaigne, is ' be noticed if the softening of the bone be 
perhaps the affection which predisposes the ; not too far advanced. 
most to fractures—is due partly to the al-} Asa general rule, in fractures occurring 
tered structure of the bone; but, besides in children, the period required for surgical 
this, the great weakness of the limbs, as ‘treatment is much less than in adulte; 
well as of the whole body, in these cases, ‘occupying, perhaps, not more than one-half 
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the time; when, however, the case is com- {employment of moderate force, be bent 
plicated with rickets, the necessity for arti- § back to its original shape, and then secured 
ficial support continues for a much longer; ona splint according to the extent of the 
period ; but still, consolidation does occur, } fracture. Even where the injury is of some 
its rapidity being in an inverse ratio to the; standing, the deformity can in this way 
intensity of the rickets. With respect to? generally be relieved. 
the treatment, I have no particular remarks$ Separation of Epiphyses. The last form 
to offer, except to caution you to be very 3 of injury of the bones to which I wish briefly 
careful in padding the limb well, especially }to direct your attention, is traumatic sepa- 
over any prominence of bone, before apply- {ration of the epiphyses. Hippocrates is 
ing your splint or starched bandage ; these, ? said to have made mention of this accident; 
too, need not, and should not, be put on’ Ambrose Paré treats of it; Reichel, exactly 
with unnecessary tightness, if you wish to$one hundred years ago, wrote a special 
avoid excoriations, sloughs, or gangrene, to } treatise on the subject, and since then it has 
which the delicate skin of the child is very } been described by numerous authors; but 
liable. This caution is especially needed in $ cases in which the exact nature of the injury 
rickets, where the ends of the bones are’ has been shown after death are not, I be- 
preternaturally prominent, and the soft?lieve, very common: in fact Delpech, in 
parts over them unusually disposed to$1816, thought he could deny their real 
mortify. In fractures of the lower extremi- existence. That they do really occur, 
ties, also, we should bear in mind the habits } however, has been proved by actual dissec- 
of young people with respect to passing the; tion in, at least, the following situations: 
urine, etc., and use every care to protect the $ both ends of the humerus, the lower end of 
apparatus, as far as possible, by the use of;the radius, both ends of the femur, and 
oiled silk or other appropriate contrivances. } both extremities of the tibia as well as of 
Incomplete Fracture. Occasionally it the fibula. 
happens in children that the bone, instead; In the seventh volume of the Archives de 
of breaking, becomes bent or incompletely } Médecine will be found a case of intraute- 
fractured, as may be seen in this clavicle, ‘rine injury, in which the child presented 
taken from a boy five years of age, who ?at birth an open wound of the leg, through 
died from inflammation of the brain. The’ which projected the shaft or body of the 
tendency to this form of injury may be said ; tibia, which was completely torn away from 
to date from birth, attaining its maximum ; the lower epiphysis. The infant died on 
about the second year, and almost ceasing; the thirteenth day. In the Clinique des 
at the age of twelve. The most important? Hépitauzx des Enfants will be found some 
of the symptoms here is the deformity of ; papers, by M. Alphonse Salmon, detailing 
the part, which may sometimes be very ;a series of experiments at the Paris Found- 
considerable; at the same time, there is? ling Hospital, where he fractured 125 arms, 
complete absence of either mobility or {at or near the elbow-joint, in children vary- 
crepitus, so that the fracture may be over- ? ing from the age of one day to three years; 
looked, the distortion attributed to the; the children, I need scarcely say, were not 
swelling of the soft parts. From the ordi-? alive at the time. In these cases he found 
nary bending of the bones which occurs in } that up to the age of five months, separation 
rickets, it may be distinguished by the;of one or more of the epiphyses was very 
absence of the general marks of that affec- easily produced, occurring, indeed, much 
tion, and by its occurring immediately after: more frequently than either fracture or 
an accident. In the preparation before you? bending, in the proportion of 73 to 12, but 
it will be seen that the incomplete fracture } above this age, the exceas diminished ra- 
has occurred at the centre of the right; pidly. 
clavicle, the bony laminew at the under} In early infancy, then, at least, this acci- 
surface being broken through, whilst the $ dent is one that can be produced by external 
upper surface is only partially fractured,’ violence; and the same thing occurs at a 
and bent outwards. later period, when, from the progress of 
The treatment of this injury, which prin- § age, the epiphyses have acquired a great 
cipally affects the bones of the forearm or } amount of development, and up to the time 
the leg, is generally simple; the bone being when they become consolidated with the 
soft and yielding can almost always, by the ? shaft. 
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Several cases of this injury are related in 
Malgaigne’s work on Fractures, occurring 
in boys between the ages of eleven and 
fifteen; and in the Museum of St. George’s 
Hospital will be found a preparation show- 
ing separation of the lower epiphysis of the 
femur in a lad 16 years of age, and another 
in which there was separation of the lower 
epiphyses both of the femur and tibia, as 
well as of the epiphysis at each end of the 
fibula, in a young man of 18. The accident 
in the latter case, necessitating immediate 
amputation of the thigh, was caused by the 
leg getting entangled in a rope which be- 
came twisted round it whilst the lad was in 
the act of jumping from a pier to the deck 
of a steamboat. Here, too, is a preparation 
with laceration of the inferior epiphysis of 
the radius, but the exact age of the patient 
in this case is not known. 

It has been remarked that this accident is 
one that occurs specially in male subjects, 
and M. Malgaigne says that he knows of no 
instance occurring in a female in which, at 
least, the real nature of the accident has 
been satisfactorily proved. 

It is no easy matter to distinguish this 
accident from fracture near the joint, with 
which it has, no doubt, been often con- 
founded. Besides the age of the patient, 
the most characteristic sign would be the 
soft, dull kind of crepitus obtained as dis- 
tinguished from the more harsh and rough 
crepitation met with when the bone itself 
is broken through, though even this is by 
no means conclusive. The treatment, for- 
tunately, will be the same in both cases, so 
that no great harm will happen to the pa- 
tient, even if a mistake should occur in the 
diagnosis ; union taking place in this injury 
as readily as in fracture.—British Medical 
Journal, Jan. 21, 1860. 
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American Medical Association. — This 
Association, our National Medical Con- 
gress, held its thirteenth annual session in 
New Haven, Conn., on the 5th, 6th, and 
7th of June, 1860. 

The chair was taken by the President, 
Dr. Henry Miller, of Kentucky, and the 
Association was welcomed to the hospitali- 
ties of the city by the venerable Dr. Jona- 
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than Knight, one of the founders of the 
Association, on behalf of the Committee of 
Reception, and by Dr. Charles Hooker, on 
behalf of. the Committee of Arrangements. 
The retiring President, Dr. Miller, de- 
livered, as customary, an address. The 
following officers were elected for the en- 
suing year :— 

President.—E.1 Ives, M. D., Conn. 

Vice. Presidents. —Wson Jewett, M. 
D., Pa.; A. B. Parmar, M. D., Mich.; R. 
D. Arnotp, M. D., Geo.; Jos. N. Mc- 
Dowett, Mo. 

Secretaries —S. G. Huszarp, M. D., 
Conn.; H. A. Jounson, Ill. 

Treasurer.—Casrpar Wister, M. D., 
Pa. 

At the previous meeting of the Associa- 
tion, it had been determined to divide the 
Association into five sections, viz: 1. On 
Anatomy and Physiology; 2. On Surgery; 
3. On Practical Medicine and Obstetrics : 
4. On Chemistry and Materia Medica, and 
5th. On Meteorology, Medical Topography, 
Epidemic Diseases, Medical Jurisprudence, 
and Hygiene. 

To carry out this plan, Dr. N. S. Davis 
offered the following resolutions, which were 
adopted :— 

Resolved, That the general meetings of 
the Association after this day, shall be re- 
stricted to the morning sessions, and the 
afternoon sessions, commencing at 3 
o’clock, shall be devoted to the hearing of 
papers and discussions in the several sec- 
tions. 

Resolved, That each section shall choose 
its own officers, and make its own rules of 
order. 

Resolved, That all essays, voluntary 
communications and reports, except those 
of officers of the Association, reports of 
committees on medical education, medical 
literature, and prize essays, shall be first 
presented to the Association and referred 
to the appropriate section, in which they shall 
be examined and discussed ; after which they 
shall be returned to the secretary of the As- 
sociation, accompanied by an expression of ' 
opinion as to whether they are worthy of 
publication or not, and the secretary shall 
pass all such designated to be worthy 
directly to the Committee on Publication ; 
and others not so designated shall be re- 
tained by the Secretary or returned to their 
authors, as the latter may indicate. 








Reports were received from the Trea- 
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surer and Committee of Publication, which 
were referred to the Committee of Publica- 
tion. 

The Committee on Education made an 
elaborate report to which were appended 
the following preamble and resolutions :— 

Whereas, It is the deliberate judgment 
of the American Medical Association, that 
the time has fairly come for the introduction ; 
of improvements into the present system of 
medical education, which shall elevate the 
existing standard of qualification for the 
Doctorate, and especially for securing and 
encouraging a higher degree of attainment 
in the science and of skill in the art of medi- 
cine than has been heretofore accessible to } 
students in our country, and 

Whereas, This body of American Physi- 
cians is regarded by our fraternity every- 
where, as the acknowledged head and 
representative of the medical profession in 
the United States, and it is therefore looked 
to for prescribing the terms and qualifica- 
tions of those who are henceforth to be 
admitted and recognized into our fellow- 
ship as brethren and equals in the profes- 
sion; therefore, 

Resolved, That it be hereafter regarded 
as an indispensable pre-requisite to enrol- 
ment as a student of medicine in the office 
of any regular physician, that the party shall 
be at least seventeen years of age, of good 
moral character and habits, and shall have 
received a good English, classical and 
mathematical education, and be able to read 
and translate the Latin language, and have 
an elementary knowledge of Greek, so far 
at least as to be able to trace the derivations 
from it,to the English language. 

Resolved, That this same requisite be 
made indispensable before matriculation in 
any regular medical college can be allowed, 
and that the faculty of such College, and 
the preceptor of such candidate for enrol- 
ment, be required to ascertain such qualifi- 
cation by actual examination, and to certify 
thereto. 

Resolved, That the term of study in the 
Office of a regular practitioner, including 
attendance upon lectures, be, and is hereby 
extended to four years, the last year to be 
mainly employed in receiving clinical in- 
, struction in medicine, surgery, and mid- 
wifery. 

Resolved, That three full courses of lec- 
tures in a regularly incorporated college, or 
other body of lecturers recognized by the} 
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Association, be required of all candidates 
for the degree of Doctor of Medicine. Said 
candidate may be admitted to examination 
after three full years of study, on all the 
branches which they have been required 
to study, except clinical medicine, as above. 

Resolved, That the period of instruction 
in every College be extended through the 
full term of nine months in each year, and 
that this time be divided into two sessions, 
the first to be chiefly occupied in instruction 
in the elementary branches only, and the 
latter to the practical and more complete 
branches. Those in attendance upon the 
former to constitute the junior class, and 
that upon the latter the senior. Not more 
than four lectures to be delivered on each 
day in either of the departments, and that 
each lecture be preceded by a recapitulation, 
in the form of question and answer of the 
lectures of the day before. 

Resolved, That the number of professors 
in each college should be increased so as 
to bear some proportion to the largely in- 


} creased number of branches, a knowledge 


of which is necessary. ‘This increase to be 
made in addition to those holding clinical 
chairs. 

Resolved, That the examination of all the 
students for matriculation, which admits 
them into the junior class, shall be repeated 
before their entrance into the senior class, 
either by the Faculty, or by examiners ap- 
pointed by them for the purpose, who shall 
certify in the one case to the fulness of their 
preliminary education, and in the other to 
their improvement, under courses of instruc- 
tion in the junior or elementaty department. 
Admission to the senior class should be 
contingent upon this latter examination. 
Similar examinations should be required at 
the commencement of each session, as to 
the improvement made in the preceding 
term. 

Resolved, That the final examination for 
graduation, if made by the Faculty, should 
be in the presence of each other, and should 
be witnessed and certified by a board or 
committee of equal numbers, to be appointed 
for the purpose by each State Society, with- 
in whose bounds any college may be located, 
or by the Faculty, and without whose ap- 
proval the degree should not be conferred. 
Due notice to be given by the faculty, of 
time and place for the examination, and 
each candidate to be separately examined. 

Resolved, That no medical college be re- 
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cognized by the American Medical Asso- 
ciation to be complete in its organization, 
and prepared to furnish the requisite instruc- 
tion, which does not either possess a hospi- 
tal of its own, or which has not made 
arrangements with a hospital containing 
not less than 80 beds, for the students of 
the college receiving regular clinical in- 
struction, before being licensed to practise. 

Resolved, That the so-called ‘‘ College 
Clinies,’’ cannot in any useful or practical 
sense, be looked on as furnishing an adequate 
substitute for the clinical teaching required. 

Resolved, That this Association regard 
with marked disapproval a practice which 
prevails with some of the faculties of the 
schools, viz: of examining those students 
who are candidates for a degree, before the 
expiration of the regular session, and while 
lectures are still in progress, 

Resolved, That the titles of the several 
chairs in a school, as announced in its curri- 
culum, ought to indicate a real teaching of 
the branches thus virtually promised to be 
taught, and not be assumed merely in con- 
formity with further usage, or to gratify the 
temporary whim of a professor, to have an 
appendage to the title of his chair, while in 
the very next year he may abandon, and 
consent to its being appended to some ranged 
chair, or to its being omitted entirely in 
the next annual announcement. We tom 
instance this, attaching physiology to ana- 
tomy, the latter being the substantive branch, 
and of itself taking up the whole time of the 
professor during the entire session, which 
is still too short for its legitimate purposes. 
Still more common and misleading is the 
appendage of diseases of women and child- 
ren to midwifery and that of medical juris- 
prudence at one time to materia medica, at 
another to midwifery, and at a third to 
chemistry. 

These resolutions gave rise to consider- 
able discussion. The report was eventually 
accepted, and with the resolutions, was re- 
ferred to the Committee of Publication. 
But it appears that no definite action was 
taken as to the adoption of the resolutions. 
- The Committee on Medical Literature 
Presented a report which was referred to 
the A pore on Publication without being 
read. 

The Committee on Prize Essays reported 
that they had received three essays, two of 
which had considerable merit, but not suffi- 
cient to be worthy in their opinion of a prize. 
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Dr. Lewis A. Sayre, of New York, read 
a report on Morbus Coxarius, which was 
referred to the surgical section. 

Dr. H. P. Ayres presented a report on 
Education of Imbecile and Idiotic Children, 
which was referred to the appropriate section. 

Several reports on special subjects, and 
voluntary communications were presented, 
and referred to the appropriate sections. 

Some of the special committees reported 
progress, and asked to be continued, and a 
number made no response when called on 
for their reports. 

The Committee of Conference appointed 
to confer with the Committee of Medical 
Teachers, made a report through their 
chairman, Dr. Shattuck, and offered several 
resolutions, which were amended, and then 
adopted as follows: — 

Resolved, That it is the duty of medical 
colleges to require of every candidate for 
the degree of Doctor of Medicine, certificates 
of study during the full period of three years, 
under the direction of a regular practitioner 
of medicine, recognized by the American 
Medical Association, who shall certify, 
under his own hand, as to an attendance on 
two full courses of lectures, and no student 
shall attend a second course of lectures 
until a year shall have elapsed since the 
commencement of the first courses. 

Resolved, That every medical college 
shall keep a volume, in which every medi- 
cal student presenting himself shall enter 
his name, his age, the period of his com- 
mencing the study of medicine, any diploma 
he may have received in evidence of pre- 
vious education, with the name of the college 
or school from which he received such 
diploma; and the name of the preceptor 
with whom he has been studying. 

Resolved, That hospital clinical instruction 
constitutes a necessary part of medical edu- 
cation, and every candidate should be re- 
quired to have attended such instruction 
regularly for a period of not less than four 
months. 

Resolved, That the professors of every 
medical college should recommend to their 
trustees, or board of managers, the adoption 
of a rule authorizing them to allow the at- 
tendance of two or three delegates, from the 
State Medical Society, at all examinations 
of candidates for the degree of the doctorate, 
and accord to these delegates a vote on the 
question of recommending such candidates 
for a degree. 
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Resolved, That every State society be} 
recommended to choose proper delegates, 
at its annual meeting, to attend the exami- 
nation of candidates for the degree of M. D., 
at all the medical colleges within their re- 
spective States. 

Resolved, That this Association will not 
recognize as a regular organization, any 
college which does not require evidence of 
suitable preliminary education from all ap- 
plicants for collegiate medical instruction. 

Resolved, That we commend the use of 
all proper efforts, by which the attention of 
persons of means and liberal disposition, as 
well as legislative bodies, shall be directed 
to the propriety of endowing such medical 
colleges, and professorships thereof, as shall 
be recognized by the Association. 

Resolved, That this Association recognize 
as a regularly organized medical college, 
one which has been represented at any 
meeting of this Association, and which com- 
plies with the preceding rules and directions. 

The following standing committees were 
appointed :— 

Committee of Arrangements.—N. S. 
Davis, Ill; G. W. Freer, Ill; De Laskie 
Willon, Ill.; E Andrews, Ill.; H. W. Jones, 
Iil.; Thos. Bevans, IIl.; J. Bloodgood, Ill. 

Committee on Prize Essays.—Dan’| Brai- 
nard, Ill.; D. L. McGuigan, Iowa; M. L. 
Linton, Mo.; Jno. Evans, Ill.; A. L. Me- 
Arthur, III. 

Committee on Publication.—F.G. Smith, 
Pa.; Caspar Wister, Pa.; S.C. Hubbard, 
Conn.; R. J. Breckenridge, Ky.; Edward 
Hartshorne, Pa.; H. F. Askew, Del. 

Committee on Medical Literature.—F rank 
H. Hamilton, N. Y.; Edward Warren, 
Md.; Chas. A. Lee, N. Y.; J. W. C. Ely, 
R. I.; E. H. Clark, Mass. 

Committee on Medical Education.—Levin 
T. Joynes, Va.; Christopher C. Cox, Md.; 
J. C. Bradbury, Me.; L. H. Steiner, Md.; 
M. A. Pallen, Mo. 

The usual number of special committees 
were also nominated. 

It was proposed that the profession in this 
country should contribute to the erection of } 
a memorial to John Hunter in Westminster 
Abbey, and the following resolutions were 
adopted :— 

Resolved, That it be recommended to the 
different States to collect subscriptions of 
not more than one dollar each, from every 
regularly educated physician. All money 
so collected to be forwarded by the chair- 
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man of the committee hereby appointed, to 
the treasurer of the Hunter Medical Fund 
in London. 

Resolved, That Drs. Henry J. Bowditch, 
Mass.; Amos Nourse, Maine; George B. 
Twitchell, N.H.; Charles Clark, Vt. G. 
L. Collins, R. I.; Charles Hooker, Conn.; 
Henry D. Bulkley, N. Y.; Wm. Elmer, 
N. J.; Jno. L. Atlee, Penn; James Cou- 
per, Del.; C. C. Cox, Md.; J. B. McCaw, 
Va.; Cornelius Boyle, D. C.; James H. 
Dickson, N.C.; H.R. Frost, S.C.; R.D. 
Arnold, Ga.; J.C. Nott, Ala.; G. A. Nott, 
La.; W. G. Williams, Mass.; C. A. Page, 
Mo.; J. B. Lindsley, Tenn.; R. J. Breck- 
enridge, Ky.; J. W. Russell, Ohio; A. B. 
Palmer, Michigan; Calvin West, Ind.; 
Patrick Gregg, Ill; D. L. McGugin, Iowa; 
J. B. Douseman, Wis; D. W. Hand, 
Minn.; O. Harvey, Cal.; F. G. McSparack, 
Ark., be a committee to collect subscrip- 
tions. 

A resolution was adopted to send a copy 
of the resolutions passed, to each medical 
school in the country. 

A resolution was adopted, directing that 
a seal of the Association be given to every 
medical school in good standing, reserving 
the privilege of demanding the same upon 
sufficient evidence that the school had no 
longer claims to its possession. 

The various proposals for altering the 
constitution, offered last year, were indefi- 
nitely postponed, and several new proposi- 
tions, to be considered next year, were 
offered. 

The several sections made their reports. 

Votes of thanks were presented to the 
retiring officers, to the Faculty of Yale 
College, &c., and after the discussion of 
various matters which led to no definite 
action, the Association adjourned to meet 
in Chicago, Ill., on the first Tuesday of 
June, 1861. 

National Quarantine and Sanitary Con- 
vention.—This association held its fourth 
annual meeting in Boston on the 14th, 15th, 
and 16th of June. 

The following officers were elected for 
the present year :— 

President.—Jacos Bicetow, M. D., of 
Boston. 

Vice- Presidents. —R. D. Arnotp, M. D., 
Georgia; A. H. Srevens, M. D., New 
York ; H.G. Curarg, M. D., Boston; Joun 
F. Lams, M.D., Penn.; Jupson GumaN, 
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M. D., Md.; Hon. Moss BiceLtow, New } pended thereto, to the anthorities of every 


Jersey; Hon. J.C. Knicut, R.1I.; Rozert 
Tuomrson, M. D., Ohio; C. B. Gururie, 


incorporated city in the United States. 
4. Resolved, That the report of Dr. Snow 


M.D., Tenn.; Toomas Stewarpson, M. D:, } on Registration be referred to the Conven- 
Penn.; Hon. Tuomas AsPInwaLt, Boston; ; tion for consideration, and recommended for 


J. W. Houck, M. D., Baltimore. 
Secretaries. —Catvin Exuis, M.D., Bos- 
ton; J. B. Jones, M. D., New York; 


adoption and publication in the Transactions 
of the Convention. 
5. Resolved, That a committee be ap- 


Witt1am Taytor, M. D., Penn.; Ald. { pointed to take into consideration the ex- 


Davip C. Dann, Jr., New Jersey. 

The following were appointed a business 
committee :— 

Dr. John D. Griscom, New York; Dr. 
John Moriarty, of Mass.; Dr. Wilson 
Jewell, of Pa.; Dr. Judson Gilman, of Md.; 
Dr. John Jeffries, of Mass.; Dr. Edward 
Mead, of Ohio; Dr. E. M. Snow, of R. 1; 
Joseph M. Wightman, of Mass.; Dr. C. B. 
Guthrie, of Tenn.; Dr. L. A. Sayre, of N. 
Y.; Dr. John F. Lamb, of Pa; 
W. Oakley, of N.J.; Prosper M. Wetmore, 
Esqr., of N. Y. 

Reports were read— 

On legal restrictions for the control of the 
sale of poisons and dangerous drugs, by 
Dr. C. B. Guthrie. 

On the Utility of Wet Docks, in connec- 
tion with Quarantine, by Dr. Alex. H. 
Stevens. 

On External Hygiene, by Dr. A. N. Bell. 

On Civic Cleanliness, and the Economical 
Disposition of the Refuse of Cities, by 
Lieut. E. L. Viele, of New York. 

On Registration, by Dr. Snow, of Pro- 
vidence. 

Communications were read— 

On the Subject of Drainage of Cities, 
from Geo. B. Emerson, Esq. 

On Steam or Dry Heat as a Disinfectant, 
by Dr. Harris, of New York. 

The following resolutions, reported by the 
Business Committee, were adopted :— 

1. Resolved, That the report of Dr. Guth- 
rie, Chairman of the Committee on Poisons, 
&c., be published in the Transactions of 
this Convention, without the appendix. 

2. Resolved, That this Convention deems 
it inexpedient to recommend any action by 
this Convention on the subject of the disease 
known as ‘‘ pleuro-pneumonia,’’ said to be 
prevalent among cattle. 

3. Resolved, That the report on Civic 
Cleanliness be recommended to the Conven- 
tion for adoption and publication in the 
Transactions, and that the Secretary be 
authorized to transmit a copy of the report, 
and a separate copy of the memorial ap- 


fied 





‘ pediency of a permanent organization of 
; this Convention, to be called the ‘‘American 


Sanitary Association,” to report at the next 
meeting, and, if favourable thereto, to pre- 
sent a plan of organization. 

Also— 

1. Resolved, That the Committee recom- 
mend that the paper presented by Dr. E. 
Harris, of New York, ‘‘ On Heat asa Dis- 


Dr. Lewis: infectant,’’ be published in the Transactions 


of the Convention. 

2, Resolved, That the Committee recom- 
mend to the Convention the passage of the 
resolution offered by Dr. Ordronaux, modi- 
as follows: ‘‘ Resolved, That a com- 


mittee of five be appointed, to be called the 
¢ Committee of State Medicine, whose duty 
}it shall be to report to the next Convention 
such subjects of sanitary importance as in 


their judgment require investigation or legis- 
lation for their permanent improvement.” 

3. Resolved, That a committee of three 
be appointed to report upon the subject of 
vaccination, and the best method of obtain- 
ing its general application, especially in 
cities. 

4. Resolved, That the Committee on the 


$ Nature and Causes of Malaria be discharged, 


and that the subject be referred to a new 
committee, to report to the next Convention. 

Dr. Ordronaux offered the following re- 
solution, which was adopted :— 

Resolved, That a committee of five be 
appointed, to be called the Committee on 
State Medicine, whose duty it shall be to 
report to this Convention such subjects of 
sanitary reform as are not yet provided for 
by the standing committees, and also what 
legislation is necessary for their permanent 
advancement. 

The following resolutions, offered by Dr. 
Jewell, were adopted :— 

Whereas, At the last meeting of the Con- 
vention, after a learned and dispassionate 
discussion, the long-agitated question of the 
non- transmission of yellow fever from one 
person to another, was definitely settled ; 
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in order to strengthen that decision, there- 
fore 

Resolved, That the action of the last 
Convention on the question of the non-con- 
tagiousness of yellow fever, to be found on 
page 45 of its Transactions, be and is 
hereby reaffirmed. 

On motion of Mr, Charles Haswell, of 
New York, it was 

Resolved, That the Committee on Civic 
Cleanliness be instructed to report a system 
of sewerage calculated to arrest the deposits 
therefrom from exposure to the air upon 
tidal surfaces, and that they be directed to 
adapt their recommendations to the different 
conditions of harbours and rivers having ex- 
tensive or small tidal volumes. 

On motion of Dr. Harris, it was 

Resolved, That a committee of three be 
appointed by the Chair, to report to the next 
Sanitary Convention upon the utility and 
application of steam or dry heat for the pur- 
pose of disinfection. 

On motion of Mr. Geo. H. Snelling, of 
Boston, it was 

Resolved, That a committee of three be 
appointed to consider and report upon the 
best plan for such a division of the hours of 
labour among all classes of the community, 
as shall be promotive of health. 

On motion of Mr, Elliot, of Boston, it 

_ was 

Resolved, That a committee of five be 
appointed to report a uniform plan for maps 
of the physical geography of cities for statis- 
tical and eanitary purposes, with a view of 
obtaining the construction of such maps by 
the several municipal governments. 
+ On motion of Dr. Grant, of New York, 
it was 

Resolved, That this Convention, as one 
of the means of sanitary reform, urges upon 
the municipal authorities and boards of 
health of the several States to collect and 
carefully arrange complete statistics of 
births, marriages, and deaths, and also of 
disease, meteorology, and epidemics, ex- 
cept in cases where this work is provided 
for. 

On motion of Gen. Wetmore, it was 

Resolved, That the thanks of this Conven- 
tion are due and hereby tendered to the city 
of Boston, for the noble-spirited hospitality 
and graceful courtesy extended by it to 
the members of this Convention during its 
present session. 

On motion of Mr. Shannon, it was 
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} Resolved, That the thanks of this Conven- 
gtion be and hereby are tendered to the 
several individuals, societies and institutions 
of the city of Boston, for their kind hospi- 
talities to the members of this convention, 
individually and collectively, during its 
present session. 

Votes of thanks were also presented to 
the President, Dr. Bigelow, the Secretary, 
Dr. Calvin Ellis, the Mechanics’ Associa- 
tion, the directors of the public instiiutions 
of Boston, &c. 

After a few words of farewell from Dr. 
Bigelow, the Convention adjourned to meet 
in Cincinnati on Wednesday of the last 
week in May, 1861. 

The following is a list of the committees 
for the ensuing year :— 

Committee on Dispensaries.—F. E. Ma- 
ther, New York; Dr. H. Sinclair Ash, 
Philadelphia; Dr. Solomon D. Townsend, 
Boston; Dr. Judson Kimball, Baltimore ; 
C. C. Savage, Brooklyn; Dr. J. B. Alley, 
Boston. 

Committee on Permanent Organization. 
—Dr. Wilson Jewell, Philadelphia; Pros- 
per M. Wetmore, New York; J. M. 
Wightman, Boston; Dr. J. H. Griscom, 
New York; Dr. C. B. Guthrie, Memphis, 
Tenn. 

Committee on the Hours of Labour.— 
George H. Snelling, Boston; S. B. Halli- 
day, New York; J. C. Knight, Providence. 

Committee on Maps for Statistical and 
Sanitary Purposes.— E. B. Elliot, Boston; 
Lieut. E. L. Viele, New York; Dr. R. D. 
Arnold, Savannah; Dr. Ruschenberger, 
; Philadelphia; Dr. J. B. Jones, Brooklyn. 
{ Committee on External Hygiene.—Dr. A. 
$N. Bell, Brooklyn; Dr. Elisha Harris, New 
York; Dr. Wilson Jewell, Philadelphia; 
Dr. R. D. Arnold, Savannah; Dr. H. G. 
Clark, Boston. 

Committee on Civic Cleanliness. (Con- 
tinued.) —Egbert L. Viele, New York; 
Charles H. Haswell, New York; Henry 
Guernsey, M. D., New York; E. M. Snow, 
M. D., Rhode Island; Otis Clapp, Boston ; 
Henry Irwin, Virginia. 

Committee on Mr. Snelling’s Paper upon 
the Effects of the Climate of the United 
States.— Geo. H. Snelling, Boston; Dr. J. 
Curtis, Boston ; Josiah Quincy, Jr., Boston. 

Committee on Tenement Houses.—S. B. 
Halliday, New York; Dr. Josiah Curtis, 
Boston; Dr. W. B. Bibbins, New York ; 
Dr. H. G. Clark, Boston. 
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Committee of Arrangements for the En- 
suing Year.—Dr. Edward Mead, Cincin- 
nati; Mayor Bishop, Cincinnati; Nicholas 
Longworth, Cincinnati; Dr. M. B. Wright, 
Cincinnati; R. B. Bowler, Cincinnati; J. 
M. Wightman, Boston; Wm. Taylor, 
Philadelphia; Dr. Judson Gilman, Balti- 
more; R. H. Shannon, New York; P. M. 
Wetmore, New York. 

Committee to aid in carrying out Resolu- 
tion 2d of the Committee on External Hy- 
giene.—Gouv. Emerson, Penn.; Dr. Gunn, 
N. Y.; Dr. Snow, R. I.; Dr. Moriarty, 
Mass.; Dr. J. A. Nichols, N. J.; Dr. C. B. 
Guthrie, Tenn.; Dr. Thompson, Ohio ; Dr. 
Kemp, Md. 

Association of Superintendents of Hos- 
pitals for the Insane.—This association held 
its annual meeting at the Continental Hotel 
in the city of Philadelphia on the 28th, 29th, 
30th and 31st of May. 

The following were the officers of the 
meeting :— 

President.—Anow. McFartanp, M. D. 

Vice-President. —Tuos. S. Kir«sripe, 
M. D. , 
Secretary.—Jno. CurweEn, M. D. 

Treasurer.—Jno. S. Butter, M. D. 

Papers were read from— 

Dr. Epwp. Jarvis, On the Proper Ar- 
rangement of Institutions and Asylums for 
the Insane. 

Dr. Hartow, On Inebriety as a Form of 
Disease. 

Dr. McFarzanp, On Attendants in Hos- 
pitals for the Insane. 

Dr. Ray, On Mental Hygiene. 

Dr. Workman, On the Pathological 
Anatomy of General Paralysis. 

Dr. WorTHINGTON, On a particular form 
of Insanity, for which the Term Congestive 
Mania has been proposed. 

Dr. Curwen, On Amusements and Social 
Recreations, best adapted to Insane Hos- 
pital Treatment. 

Rev. Dr. Apams, On Religious Services 
for Hospitals for the Insane, and on the 
Qualifications of their Chaplains. 

The members of the Association visited 
the Pennsylvania Hospital for the Insane, 
and Friends’ Asylum for Persons Deprived 
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insane of the Philadelphia Hospital, Blockley 
(Almshouse), and various other public in- 
stitutions. 

Previous to adjournment, the following 
resolutions were adopted by the Associa- 
tion :— 

Whereas, this Association, during its 
present meeting in Philadelphia, has re- 
ceived from the boards of management, and 
from the officers of various public institu- 
tions, a renewal of the courtesies which 
attended its previous visits to this city; 
therefore 

Resolved, That the members of this As- 
sociation hereby testify their sincere appre- 
ciation of their civilities, and express their 
grateful acknowledgments to the managers 
of the Pennsylvania Hospital, and of the 
Friends’ Asylum, for their munificent hos- 
pitalities and personal solicitude for their 
enjoyment; to the officers of the United 
States Mint, for their attention in showing 
them its varied and interesting processes ; 
to Dr. S. W. Butler, of the department of 
the insane of the Philadelphia Almshouse ; 
to the officers of the Academy of Natural 
Sciences; to Dr. Jos. Parrish, of the Train- 
ing School for Feeble-minded Children at 
Media; to the medical faculty of the Uni- 
versity of Pennsylvania, for their invitations 
to visit the several institutions under their 
care. 

Resolved, That while we recognize in all 
the institutions for the care of the insane, 
which we have had the pleasure to visit, 
meritorious adaptations to their benevolent 
purposes, we deem it proper on the occasion 
of the recent opening of the new department 
for males of the Pennsylvania Hospital for 
the Insane, to express our unqualified ad- 
miration of its peculiar excellencies, and 
our high respect for the benevolence and 
enlightened public sentiment of the com- 
munity, which has so liberally responded 
to the appeals of its managers fur means to 
erect it. 

Resolved, That while we discover in the 
department for the insane of the Philadelphia 
almshouse a material advance upon the late 
unhappy state of things, we are constrained 
to say, that the present means for taking 
care of the large number of the insane ga- 


of the use of their Reason, and, after care-.} thered there, and their consequent condition, 
fully examining their arrangements, were? are such as to demand the immediate and 
entertained by the superintendents of these } enlightened attention of the able board to 


institutions. 


whom these important and most responsible 


They also visited the department for the § trusts are committed, and that we earnestly 
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recommend a thorough establishment of the 
hospital upon the basis of the propositions 
for the organization and government of in- 
stitutions for the insane, already adopted 
and published by this Association. 

Medical Society of the State of Pennsyl- 
vania.—T his society held its twelfth annual 
meeting in the city of Philadelphia on the 
13th, 14th, and 15th of June, Dr. Conp1z, 
the president, in the chair. After the pre- 
liminary business was disposed of, Dr. 
Condie read an address on the subject of 
vaccination, for which a vote of thanks was 
voted by the Society, and a copy of the ad- 
dress solicited for publication. 

The following reports and papers were 
read and referred to the Committee of Pub- 
lication :— 

Report from the Medical Society of In. 
diana County. 

Report from the Perry County Medical 
Society. 

Report On the subject of Meteorology, by 
Dr. Kennedy. - 

Report from the Bradford County Medical 
Society. 

‘ An Abstract of the Sanitary and Mortuary 
Report of the City of Philadelphia. 

A paper by Dr. Scunecx, On the State 
of Medical Affairs in Lebanon County. 

_ A paper On that Peculiar Affection of 
the Prostate Gland characterized by a Mu- 
cous Discharge, simulating and often mis- 
taken for Spermatorrhcea, to which the 
author gives the name of prostatorrhcea, by 
Prof. Gross. 

A paper On Medical Education by Dr. 
‘Joun Bett, of Philadelphia. 

Resolutions were adopted in favour of the 
establishment of an asylum for inebriates in 
the State of Pennsylvania. 

The following officers were elected for 
the ensuing year :— 

President.—Epwarp Wattace, M. D., 
of Berks. 

Vice- Presidents.—Joun Bayt, M.D., of 
Philadelphia; Geo. W. Atutson, M. D., of 
Beaver; J. H. Lanois, M. D., of Blair; 
G. W. Lort, of Columbia. 

Corresponding Sec.—Jos. Carson, M. D., 
of Philadelphia. 

Recording Secs.—J. T. Carpenter, 
M. D., of Schuylkill; J. H. Smaurz, of 
Philadelphia. 

Treasurer.—R. P. Tuomas, M. D., of 
Philadelphia. 
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A committee was appointed consisting of 
Drs. Bell, Worthington, Condie, and Wal- 
lace, to petition the Legislature for the pas- 
sage of a law more stringent in regard to 
the subject of criminal abortion. 

After the passage of the usual vote of 
thanks to the officers, the Committee of 
Arrangements, &c., the Society adjourned 
to meet in Pittsburg on the second Wed. 
nesday in June, 1861. 

Diagnostic Symptoms of Certain Wounds 
of the Chest.—Dr. Jas. A. Drarer, of Cam- 
den, Del., relates in his inaugural essay for 
the degree of M.D., in the University of 
Pennsylvania, recently published (Med. and 
Surg. Rep., April 14, 1860), an account of 
his experiments by vivisection, to test the 
value of the diagnostic symptoms of certain 
wounds of the chest. The following are his 
conclusions :— 

Ist. That the lung does not collapse im- 
mediately on an opening being made into 
the pleural cavity, unless the opening be 
larger than the glottis. ? 

2d. That collapse, when it does occur, 
will take place in a time proportionate to the 
size of the opening. 

3d. That collapse does not follow wound 
of the lung, unless the opening in the walls 
of the chest be of sufficient size to produce 
t. 

4th. That profuse hemorrhage seldom 
follows wound of the lung. 

5th. That pneumonia does not supervene 
upon wound of the lung unless there is a 
tendency to inflammation from other causes. 

6th. That pleuritis is a rare result except 
as a local affection—that is, limited around 
the place of injury. 

7th. That air does not cease to pass at 
the wound when the lungs are wounded. 

8th. That uncomplicated wound of the 
lung will generally heal without suppuration. 

= ’ 

University of Pennsylvania.—Dr. Wit- 
Liam Pepper has been elected to the Chair 
of Practice of Medicine in this school, ren- 
dered vacant by the resignation of Dr. Geo. 
B. Wood. Dr. Pepper is one of our most 
highly esteemed physicians ; he was for a 
number of years one of the physicians of the 
Pennsylvania Hospital, where he acquired 
great reputation as a clinical lecturer. He 
has long enjoyed a very extensive private 
practice, and there can be no doubt that he 
will ably perform the duties of his appoint- 
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ment, and give a highly practical course of; to killa man, so that the old assertion of 


instruction. 

Ozitvary Recorp.—It is with extreme 
regret that we record the death of Dr. Chas. 
E. Isaacs, which took place in Brooklyn, 
on the 16th of June, 1860. Dr. Isaacs was 
a most zealous cultivator of our science, an 
excellent anatomist and microscopist, and a 
skilful physician. 
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Source of Cow-poz.—‘‘ It is said that the 
source of cow-pox has been discovered 
almost by accident in the purulent matter 
of a disease to which horses are liable, and 
which is known here as water on the legs. 
One of these horses having been taken to 
the Veterinary College at Toulouse, the 
professor, M. Lafosse, recognized the ma 
lady as the source referred to by Jenner, 
caused a cow to be inoculated with the 
matter, and was rewarded by soon seeing 
the vaccine pustules. The produce of the 
latter has since been tried on several chil- 
dren, under the supervision of the medical 
officers of Toulouse, and the success is 
reported as complete. A commission has 
been appointed to follow. out the subject, 
and it will be a fitting completion of the 
great work of our countryman Jenner if it 
should really appear that the source of 
vaccine indicated by him has been dis- 
covered by our neighbours, who hold his 
name in the highest rank of honour. Har- 
vey, Jenner, and Bell are the three English 
gods of the temple of Esculapius here.””— 
Med. Times and Gaz., June 16, 1860. 

Effect of the improvement of Firearms upon 
the numbers hit in battle.—Marshal Saxe 
used to say that to kill a soldier the man’s 
weight of lead must be expended. This 
saying, though strange, has been verified in 
modern times, with all the improvements 
lately introduced. Atthe battle of Solferino, 
according to pretty acurate calculations, 
the Austrians fired 8,400,000 rounds. The 
loss of the French and Piedmontese is 
reckoned at 2000 killed, and 10,000 
wounded.. Each soldier hit has therefore 
cost 700 rounds, and every man killed 
4200. Now, as the mean weight of balls 
is one ounce, 272 pounds of lead were used 





Marshal Saxe is still true. —Journ. des Conn. 
Méd. Chirurg. et Gaz. Méd. de Lyon. 

The Cure of Deafness.—The Bulletin de 
Thérapeutique, of the 30th April, contains a 
valuable article on the cure of deafness by 
Mdile. Cléret. The remedy used by that 
lady, and which has been found very effica- 
cious, is sulphuric ether, from four to eight 
drops of which are daily dropped into the 
ears of children, and double the quantity 
into the ears of adults. The manner in which 
Malle. Cléret thought of the ether, is as fol- 
lows: Mdlleg Cléret, a private teacher in 
humble circumstances, had been deaf for 
several years, and to such an extent as to 
prevent her from following her calling, when 
by chance she discovered a remedy which 
cured her; and as her hearing improved, she 
thought of applying the same remedy upon 
two deaf and dumb children who were day 
scholars in her little establishment. She 
succeeded beyond her expectations, and 
forthwith devoted herself to the education 
of the poor little sufferers from deafness. 
With so much zeal and disinterestedness 
did she carry out her project, that the 
French Academy bestowed upon her the 
Montyon prize for ‘‘ virtue and charity.’? 
As, however, she had sorely to struggle 
with the res augusta domi, Mdlle. Cleret 
wrote to the Minister of Public Instruction 
for assistance, so as to be enabled to go on 
with the treatment of the poor. The min- 
ister deputed M. Béhier, a physician of high 
standing in Paris, to make inquiries about 
the matter; and the latter was so struck 
with the results, that he requested that a 
committee should be appointed to. test 
Mdlle. Cléret’s method. This committee 
met for the first time in October, 1856; and 
examined, every three months, the state of 
the children put under treatment. These 
investigations were being carried on until 
lately, when the sudden change of fortune, 
and especially the attempts of a specialist to 
wrest her secret from her, drove the poor 
woman mad. And now that she has been 
declared incurable, the committee have been 
obliged to send in their report, which is 
satisfactory in many respects, though some- 
what incomplete, from the sudden cessation 
of Mdlle. Cléret’s labours. 

Remarkable Death.—An_ investigation 
took place this week in reference to the 
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death of an unknown female, about fifty 
years of age, under the subjoined very sin- 
gular circumstances. About one o’clock 
on Saturday afternoon last, a house-painter 
at work on the premises 39 Woburn Place, 
Russell Square, noticed the deceased sitting 
on the door-step of No. 38, with her head 
resting upon one hand and a basket of lace 
by her side. After the lapse of a quarter of 
an hour, he went to her, and, finding her 
pale, unable to speak, aud apparently dying, 
he sought for a policeman. Within half an 
hour after the poor woman was first noticed 
to sit on the door-step she had expired. She 
was removed to University College Hospital, 
where a post-mortem examination, to ascer- 
tain the cause of death, was performed by 
Mr. Andrews, the resident medical officer, 
who discovered the cause of death to be 
from the piercing of a fish bone through the 
substance of the heart. He found eight 
wounds in the diaphragm and pericardium, 
through which, strange to say, the bone had 
passed before it reached the heart. Ona 


rigid search he discovered the blunt end of 
a fish-bone, one inch and three-quarters in 
length, as sharp as a needle, protruding 


through the stomach, piercing the heart. 
The immediate cause of death was loss of 
blood. The coroner having remarked upon 
the singular nature of the case, the jury 
-returned a verdict of ‘‘ Accidental Death.’’ 
— Med. Times and Gaz., May 12, 1860. 

A Cancer not Cured. —Cancer-curers 
have too often tested the hollowness of the 
bubble reputation to do more than excite 
the indignant and prophetic ridicule of the 
profession by their much vaunted nostrums. 
The recent death of the Rev. Henry Erskine 
Head, from the spread of the cancerous 
affection of which he was the unhappy sub- 
ject, affords a painful comment on the vain 
pretensions of a secret method of curing 
cancer announced some months since with 
dangerous prominence in the columns of 
the Times. For a moment Mr. Head“was 
buoyed up by the belief that a temporary 
improvement in his condition, when under 
the treatment of the Rev. Mr. Reed, afforded 
just grounds for a hope of a permanent cure, 
which the more candid and experienced 
judgment of some eminent metropolitan 
surgeons unhappily forbade him to enter- 
tain. The improvement waa, as expected, 
but ef short duration. The cavernous ul- 
ceration extended from the pharynx to the 
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roof of the mouth; during its progress he 
narrowly escaped death by hemorrhage from 
some large vessels—a characteristic danger 
of the mode of treatment to which he was 
subjected; and he died in aggravated suf- 
fering. The remedy to which he submitted 
proved to be no remedy at all. As other 
sufferers from this grievous malady have 
been induced, by the discussion raised on 
the subject, to pass through the same ordeal, 
it is at least due to all who have been or 
might be influenced by those delusive state- 
ments, that the fatal result of this sad case 
should be prominently placed before them. 
Once more, too, a voice should be raised 
to warn the uninitiated public of the grave 
suspicion which should always attach to 
secret medicines or nostrums of any kind, 
and especially to those which are introduced 
to the general public through the medium 
of the newspapers, before having been sub- 
mitted to instructed professional criticism. 
—Lancet, June 16, 1860. 





Coloration of the Bones of the Fatus by 
the Madder given to the Mother mized with 
her Food.—M. FLovrens communicated to 
the Academy of Sciences June 4th, 1860, 
the bones of a foetus coloured by madder 
given to the mother with her food during 
the last forty-five days of gestation. Not 
only were the bones of the foetus, but even 
the teeth were reddened ; thus showing that 
the blood of the mother communicates so 
freely with that of the foetus that the colour- 
fing principle of the madder is conveyed 
with the blood from the mother to the fcetus. 
—Moniteur des Sci. Med., June 11, 1860. 

Cholera at Malaga.—An official notice 
has been issued by Lloyd’s agent at Malaga, 
confirming the announcement of the pre- 
sence of cholera there, and stating that that 
port, city, and neighbourhood have just been 
officially declared as infected with epidemic 
‘cholera morbus, and that the sanitary au- 
{ thorities have determined to issue foul bills 
oa health to all vessels clearing out from 
‘Malaga during the prevalence of the epi- 
’demic.—Lancet, June 16, 1860. 

Royal Society. —Dr. Brown-SequaRD 
has been elected a fellow-of this society. 





Oxitvary Recorv.—Died in Edinburgh, 
May 21st, from an attack of apoplexy, 
° Professor John Lizars, F. R. S. E. 





